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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A mass storage data protection system for use with a mass storage 
device in a gaming machine, the mass storage data protection system comprising: 

a mass storage device command latch for storing commands from a disk controller; 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the mass storage device command latch and 
the mass storage device; 

a comparator between the mass storage device command latch and the timing m e ans 

circuit : and 

a comparator command register in communication with the comparator, the comparator 
command register including ATA write commands wherein the comparator issues a fault 
when the mass storage device command latch stores a command matching an ATA 
command from the comparator command register- fliat - gonQgatQ -a fault within tho mass 
storag e dataprot e ctio - u system; wherein when the comparator - rcocivc s- a - ^mmand from 
fee-mass- storago dovioo oommand latch corresponding to a command within th e 
comparator-command resistor, a fault is gonoratod - witei - th e ina s s - storag e command 

2. (Currently Amended) A mass storage data protection system in accordance with 
claim 1 further comprising a control and status register in communication with the 
comparator command register and the comparator wherein the control and status register 
is configured to receive information from the comparator and to send information to the 
comparator command register and is operable to receiv e inform ation from a inmp_er„for 
enablin g writing to ths mass storage device , the control and status r agister being 
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eenfigt urcd to at loo£l r partially - control functioning of tho -mass- storag e- data protection 
system . 

3. (Original) A mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the timing circuit comprises a synchronizer and a reset generator. 

4. (Original) A mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the mass storage device consists of an intelligent drive electronics hard disk 
drive and the mass storage device command latch consists of an intelligent drive 
electronics command! latch. 

5. (Original) A mass storage data protection system in accordance with claim 1 
where in the comparator command register comprises a fixed command array and a user 
command array. 



6. (Currently Amended) A mass storage data protection system for use with an 
intelligent drive electronics mass storage device in a gaming machine, the mass storage 
data protection system comprising: 

an intelligent drive elirctronics mass stora_ge_d_eyice command latc h for storing commands 
from a disk controller ; 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the intelligent drive electronics command 
latch and the intelligent drive electronics mass storage device, the timing circuit comprising a 
synchronizer and a reset generator; 
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a comparator comprising a fixed command array and a user command array, the 
comparator being located between the intelligent drive electronics command latch and the tuning 
circuit ; 

a comparator comrnaxLd register in communication with the comparator, the comparator 
command register including ATA write commands tk afc - g e n a rat e a fault within the ma es- s te r - ag e 
data protection system ; and 

a control and status register in communication with the comparator command register and 
the comparator, wherein the <xmtrol and status register is configured to receive information from 
the comparator and to send information to the comp^_ator_commaiid register and is operable to 
re^^^ejmjfomation^fjom a jumper for enabling writing to the mass storage device and4ke 
control - ond status rogist e r - b e kig - configur e d to at l e ast partially control - functioning of tho maaa 
st e g a g odata protection o ysters: wherein the comparator issues a fault when the intelligent drive 
electronics mass storage device command latch stores a command matching an ATA command 
from the_comp_arator command registe r wher e in xvhen the c omparat or- r-ccct-vc s-a command from 
th e intelligent drive e l e ctronics command latch - oorrQapondrng to a oorrmag»^vifoin - th e 
comparator command register, a - fauk^ g- go B GEatod within tho intelligent drivo olootronics 

7- (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a housing; at least one user input coupled to the housing; 
a display coupled to the housing; 
and a control system, the control system comprising: 
a mass storage- device; and 

a mass storage data protection system, the mass storage data protection system 
comprising: 
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a mass storage device command latc h for storing commands from a disk 
controller; 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the mass storage device 
command latch and the mass storage device; 

a comparator between the mass storage device command latch and the 
timing circuit ; and 

a comparator command register in communication with the comparator, 
the comparator command register including ATA write commands wherein the 
comparator issues a fault when the mass storage device command latch stores a 
r^Trnn^TirT mai chin g an ATA command from the com parator command register 
that gen e rat e n fault within the mass storag e data protection - system; whoroin whon 
the comparator receives a oommand from tho ma as- fitomgo device - command latch 
oorrcapondinj i ; to a oommancj r WttliHt - tho comparator command r e gister, a fault is 
generat e d witiiin th e mass storage command latch , 

8, (Currently Amended) A gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 further comprising a 
control and status register in communication with the comparator command register and the 
comparator, wherein the coolrol and status register is configured to receive information from the 
comparator and tn send information to the comparator command register and is operable to 
receive information from a jumper for enabling writing to the mass st ora ge device t h e control 
and status r e gist e r b e ing configur e d to at least part i al ly o ontrol funotk>ningo - f tho mass storag e 
data protection ' ■s yntcm , 

9. (Original) A gaming in accordance with claim 7 wherein the timing circuit comprises a 
synchronizer and a reset generator. 
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10. (Original) A gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 wherein the mass storage 
device consists of an intelligent drive electronics bard disk drive and the mass storage device 
command latch consists of an intelligent drive electronics command latch. 

11. (Original) A gaming machine in accordance with claim 7 wherein the comparator 
command register comprises! a fixed command array and a user command array. 

12. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a housing; at least one user input coupled to the housing; 

a display coupled to the housing; and 

a control system, the control system comprising: 

an intelligent drive electronics mass storage device; and 

a rnasi storage data protection system, the mass data protection system 

comprising: 

an intelligent drive electronics mass storage device command latch 
for storing commands from a disk controller: 

a timing circuit for timing signals between the intelligent drive 
electronics command latch and the intelligent drive electronics mass 
Storage device, the timing circuit comprising a synchronizer and a reset 
generator; 

a comparator comprising a fixed command array and a user 
comniimd array, the comparator being located between the intelligent 
drive electronics command latch and the timing circui t wherein the 
comparator issues a fault when the intelligent drive electronics mass 
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storage device command latch stores a command matching an ATA 
command from a comparator command register : 

a the comparator command register in communication with the 
comparator, the comparator command register including ATA write 
commands that generate a fault within th e mass storage data protection 
syst e m and 

a control and status register in communication with the comparator 
command register and the comparator, the control and status register 
wherein the control and status register is configured to receive information 
from 13ie comparator and to send information to the comparator command 
register and is operable to receive information from a jumper or a write 
enable switch for enabling writing to the mass storage device b eige 
eeaSff iir e d to at l e ast partially control - frmctioning of tho mass storag e data 
protection system; wherein when tho comparator rec e ives a coma aaa^ 
from th e intelligent drive electronics command latch correspondin g- to - a 
oomrH i ind within th e comparator command register, a fault is g e n e rat e d 
wjtb«B.-th o intelligent drive e lectronics cornmand4a-feefe. 

13. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine in accordance with claim 2 12 wherein the 
control system further comprises: a the write enable switch in communication with the 
comparator, the write enable switch being configured to suppress generation of a fault within die 
mass storage command latch when the write enable switch is closed, 

14. (Original) A gaming machine in accordance with claim 13, further comprising: a 
microprocessor in communication with the mass storage device and the mass storage data 
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protection system; and gamijig machine operating software running on the microprocessor the 
gaming machine operating software having at least a gaming mode and a maintenance mode, 
wherein the gaming machine operating software is configured to suspend gaming operation when 
the write enable switch is closed and the gaming machiae operating software is in a mode other 
than the maintenance mode. 
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